Requests for reprints should be sent to
).
Condom use. Condom use was low:
among the 773 sexually active respondents, 58% (n = 452) reported neverusing condoms, 33% (n = 255) reported sometimes using condoms, and 9% (n = 66) reported always using condoms. Only the interaction between ethnicity/language and genderis significant (F[2, 755] = 3.12, P < .05) (see Table 3 ).
Ethnic/Language and Gender
Differences in Psychological Variables
Con,dom attide. Table 4 ).
December 1993, Vol. 83, No. 12 Belifs about avoidingAlDS. Spanish-speaking Hispanics had the lowest belief that they could do something to avoid AIDS (F [2, 764] = 68.54, P < .0001). Women had higher scores than men (F [1, 764] = 11.02, P < .001). The interaction between ethnicity/language and gender is not sigificant (see Table 4 ).
Discusion
Unmarried Hispanic women reported fewer partners than unmarried Hispanic men or unmarried non-Hispanic White men and women. On the other hand, more than one third of the Spanishspeaking Hispanic men and almost half of the English-speaking Hispanic men in this study reported having multiple partners. In traditional Hispanic culture, such "macho" behavior is expected of a man.10,15,16 Accordingly, it is often erroneous for a Hispanic woman with only one partner to consider herself at low risk. Moreover, among sexually active respondents, Spanish-speaking Hispanic women had the lowest rates of condom use. Thus, Hispanic women can be seen as both more protected and more at risk; although they reported lower sexual activity, those who were sexually active had lower rates of condom use while their male counterparts reported high rates of multiple partners. These findings form part of a larger context in which Spanish-speaking women are less knowledgeable about HIV in general than non-Hispanic White women,17 canfy condoms less often,18 and see condoms as unpleasureable.
In this study, men were more likely than women to view condoms as interfering with their sexual pleasure. Respondents were fairly negative about condoms, with men, and particularly Spanish-speaking men, being most negative. Both Spanish-speaking men and women believed there was little they could do to avoid AIDS. This suggests the need for special campaigns in Spanish to address these be- 
